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Why is this important? 
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1. Historical development patterns and habitat and species loss 

2. Emphasis on parks as the core of the Ecological Network 

3. Strong public interest in wildlife and biodiversity (biophilia) 

4. Political support and ambition (GCAP) 

5. Natural recovery and recolonization (rewilding) 

6. Successful habitat restoration projects 
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What’s unique about biodiversity 
in Vancouver? 



Regional patterns of sensitive ecosystems 
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False Creek 

355 ha historically 

92 ha at present 

263 ha loss 

26% remains 

Historical habitat loss in False Creek 
5 



Loss of forest 
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Loss of many wildlife species 
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Grey whale in English Bay 
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Chum salmon spawning in Still Creek 
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Overwintering seaducks in English Bay 
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Mapping natural areas based on vegetation 



13 13 

Landscape connectivity 



Biodiversity hotspots 
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Patterns of wildlife use 
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Patterns of wildlife use 

16 


