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And…. 

 

Small 

islands have 

towns and 

cities with 

many of the 

same 

sustainable 

developmen

t challenges 

as other 

cities 

around the 

world! 
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But island 

communities 

have strong 

traditions 



And connected  

communities 



The City – Ocean Interface 
Cities need 
• Healthy ecosystems 
• Secure Food 
• Clean water 
• Reliable transport 
• Economic security 
• Sustainable tourism 

The ocean needs cities  
to manage 
• Solid and liquid waste  
• Rivers, run-off, sedimentation 
• Coastal development 
• Natural buffers 
• Tourism impact 



Front-Line Launch at COP 23 



 

 resilience and systems planning  
 climate change and clean energy  
 healthy oceans and fisheries  
 

 resilient infrastructure and innovative finance 
  nature-based disaster resilience and recovery 
  sustainable tourism  
 

Front-Line includes 
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New Ten Essentials 

MCR Tool – Disaster Resilience Scorecard 
for Cities 
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Essential 5:  
Safeguard Natural Buffers to Enhance Ecosystems’ Protective 

Functions 

 
 

MCR Tool – Disaster Resilience Scorecard 
for Cities 
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5.1 Existing natural environment and ecosystem health  
Are ecosystem services specifically identified and managed as critical assets? 
Has there been a change in the health, extent or benefit of each ecosystem in the past 5 
years? 
  
5.2 Integration of blue and green infrastructure into city policy and projects 
Are land-use policies supportive of critical ecosystem services and effectively enforced? 
Is blue and green infrastructure routinely embedded into projects across the city – into 
new urban development, regeneration and infrastructure projects? 
 
5.3 Trans-boundary environmental issues 
How many critical ecosystem services have been identified outside the city boundaries 
which are essential for enhancing city resilience? 
Are there trans-boundary agreements and collaborations in place to enable policy and 
planning for ecosystem based approaches? 


